
The 2021 German Federal Election: What is the 
Future Outlook for Healthcare in Germany?

The German Federal Election was held on September 26 to elect the 
members of the 20th Bundestag. While the Sozialdemokratische Partei 
Deutschlands (SPD) won 25.7% of votes, taking the majority lead, ongoing 
talks that are required for the formation of government include the possibility 
of a three-party coalition between the SPD, Freie Demokratische Partei (FDP) 
and Die Grünen parties. 

In this infographic, CBPartners summarizes the SPD’s key healthcare 
policies and draws attention to the policies that the FDP and Die Grünen 
may not agree on in the event of a three-party coalition.

SPD’s Priority Healthcare Policies:

Digitizing healthcare

• Promoting digitalization to improve quality and efficiency of 
diagnostics and care delivery while guaranteeing data protection

• Providing wide-ranging education and support networks to 
ensure all healthcare providers can exploit this new technology, 
but ensure that digitalization will not replace medical staff as 
care will always center around people

Increasing healthcare innovation

• Promoting innovation and the discovery of new therapies, using 
BioNtech as an example of what is possible in Germany

• Increasing research into personalized medicine and diagnostics 
testing, with the aim of making it accessible and affordable for all

• Encouraging national and EU-wide pharmaceutical production; 
once again making Germany the “pharmacy of the world”

Introducing citizen’s insurance

• Introducing citizen’s insurance (i.e., removal of the current 
insurance system that has both state and private options) in 
order to ensure equal access to healthcare to all who need it

Promoting diversity in healthcare

• Funding programs to promote disease prevention, treatment and 
early detection in different age groups, genders, and race etc.
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Do the FDP and Die Grünen parties prioritize the same policies?

*

*The FDP stands against the introduction of citizen’s insurance

What are the other priorities of the FDP and Die Grünen parties?

Reducing bureaucracy in healthcare

• Including reducing bottlenecks in 
supply chains to better prepare for 
future pandemics

Encouraging more competition 
between Krankenkassen (Sickness 
Funds)

• Increasing the scope of contracts 
between Krankenkassen and service 
providers 

• Encouraging the ability of 
Krankenkassen to offer financial 
incentives to its patients 

Guaranteeing the supply of 
medicines and vaccines

• Increasing the national and EU-wide 
production of medicines 

• Increasing subsidies

Improving the preparation for 
future pandemics

• Setting up an inquiry into the 
management of pandemics to see how 
best to manage them

• Creating an independent and 
interdisciplinary ‘Pandemic Council’

• Supporting EU-wide planning / drug 
production 

• Expanding the HERA (EU Health 
Emergency Preparedness and 
Response Authority) 
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